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DETAILED ACTION 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, including the fee set forth in 
37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this application is 
eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) 
has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action has been withdrawn pursuant to 
37 CFR 1.1 14. Applicant's submission filed on 1/25/08 has been entered. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
1 . Claims 16-26 and 40 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
patent application publication 2007/0124448 (Baum et al), in view of US patent application 
publication 2003/0028890 (Swart et al). 

- As for claims 16, 24, 40: Baum et al (hereinafter Baum) teach a computer 

implemented method and corresponding apparatus of network services comprising 
receiving a request for connection to a video content source (0125) (0125), the video 
content source having a unique address (inherently include in the teaching of web site 
and online databases), initiating formation of at least a portion of point-to-point 
protocol communication between a user device and the video content source (0116, 
0126). Users are billed for the services provided (0133). Baum further teaches 
monitoring subscriber's bandwidth utilization (0138). Baum fails to clearly teach 
billing subscriber based on tracking a metric associated with communication of the 
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information stream. However it would have been obvious to one of skill in the art 
that services provided have to be track in order to accurately charge the user. 
Implementation of tracking a metric associated with communication of the 
information stream for billing is well known and is disclosed by Swart (20, 59, 72). It 
would have been obvious to one of skill in the art to combine Swart' s teaching of the 
metric tracking to Baum for billing customer. The metric is selected from a group 
consisting of information throughput and connection duration (0020, 0056, 0059, 
0109). The system further comprises a billing engine to generate an invoice based on 
the metric (0059, 0072). 

- As for claim 17: Although Baum&Swart clearly teach billing the user (0045, 0088). 
The combine teaching fails to clearly teach notifying the consumer the cost of service 
and receiving payment prior to service. However official notice is taken that 
implementation of notifying the consumer the cost of service and receiving payment 
prior to service would have been an obvious method of doing business. 

- As for claim 18: A telephone interface associated with the access engine (Baum's 
0006, Swart' s 0048). User input can be received via a voice recognition system. Thus 
the conversion of voice input to a request for connection appears inherently include, 
or even if it is not, it would have obvious to one of skill in the art in light of 
Baum&Swart' s teaching of the voice recognition system and the telephone interface 
for providing a supplement input interface. 

- As for claim 19: The system further includes a list of video content sources each 
having a unique address (0030, 0125, 0133). The service engine operable to facilitate 
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communication PPP over Ethernet communication link (0116, 0126, 0130). 
Notifying the consumer the cost of service and receiving payment prior to service 
would have been an obvious method of doing business. 

- As for claim 20: The metric includes information throughput and connection duration 
(Swart's 0020, 0056, 0059, 0109). Tracking quality of service (Baum's 0027, 0094) 
and peak bandwidth (Baum's 0138) for billing would have been obvious method of 
doing business in video transmission. 

- As for claim 21 : The system supports constant bit rate and variable bit rate 
("unspecified bit rate", 0006, 0048, 0143). In light of Baum's, implementation of 
converting variable bit rate to constant bit rate stream would have been obvious for 
better video quality and bandwidth control. 

- As for claim 22: It is implicitly included that the video content source toggle from not 
output to output state responsive to an accepted video transfer request. 

- As for claim 23 : At least a portion of the request comprises a format selected from the 
group consisting of a dual tone multi-frequency signal, a TCP/IP packet, and a voice 
signal (Baum's 0041, 0078, 0079, 0083; Swart's 0045, 0064, 0074, 100). 

- As for claim 25: In light of the rejection set forth in claim 1, it is inherently included 
in that data indicating a plurality of connection options is sent to the video content 
source in a negotiation process (Baum's 0074, 0125). 

- As for claim 26: Connection information is stored in a network management system. 
The connection information includes the address of the video content source and at 
least one connection rule (Baum's 0074, 0090, 0116, 0126). 
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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments have been considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) 
of rejection. 

2. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ba Huynh whose telephone number is (571) 272-4138. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Mon - Fri. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Weilun Lo can be reached on 571-272-4847. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Ba Huynh 
Primary Examiner 
AU2179 
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